Title: Electing a Representative

Recommended Grade Level: 9th-12th
Subject: American Politics/Government/History

Lesson Topic: Electing officials at the federal level in the United States

Objectives- Students should:

1) Know what the Electoral College is.
2) Know how the Electoral College functions.
3) Know why the Electoral College exists.
4) Understand the differences between the democratic and republican forms of government.
5) Understand what motivates voters to go to the polls.
6) Understand the importance of voting.
NCSS Standards-
1) Standard IV- Individual Development and Identity
a) Articulate personal connections to time, place, and social/cultural systems.

2) Standard VI- Power, Authority, and Governance

a) Examine persistent issues involving the rights, roles, and status of the individual in relation to the general welfare

b) Compare different political systems, and identify representative political leaders from selected historical and contemporary settings

3) Standard X- Civic Ideals and Practices

a) Identify, analyze, interpret, and evaluate sources and examples of citizens’ rights and responsibilities.

b) Analyze and evaluate the influence of various forms of citizen action on public policy.
c) Evaluate the degree to which public policies and citizen behaviors reflect or foster the stated ideals of a democratic republican form of government.

Materials Needed-

· PowerPoint Technology for the classroom

· Printer and Paper for notes

Instructional Method-

· Lecture

· Discussion

Lead-in-
· Talk of the 2000 Presidential Race

Class Activity-

· Lecture/Discussion

Closure-
-    The importance of voting
*Teachers notes for the PowerPoint*

Slide 1- Introduction to the elections

· Discuss objectives to the class

· This is lesson is relevant to students because it is important to understand their role in government as citizens.  It also allows them to understand the history and influencing factors which created our system.

Slide 2-

· Give background to the 2000 election.

· This was a very polarized time in American politics because the country was split almost down the middle.  

· There was also a third candidate, Ralph Nader, whom represented the Green Party.  Many believed that a vote for Nader was one less vote for Gore or a vote for Bush (because Nader was thought to attract liberal constituents).  While that is not necessarily true, if Ralph Nader had not run, Al Gore would probably have had more votes.
· Popular vote- the vote by the general electorate.
Slide 3-

· Democracy is the idea that many (the general populace) should rule (control the power).  This is a relatively new and radical concept when we look at most of human civilization.  Most civilizations have been ruled by the few.

· The movement that most influenced the founding Fathers was the Enlightenment.  Does anybody remember anything about the Enlightenment?

· Does anybody know what the idea behind the social contract was?  *If we don’t live in a society, we must live on our own, and therefore, fend for ourselves.  The reason we must have leaders and government is to make sure that we have a society to protect us from a more natural state (by ourselves).  We, as a general populace, then make a contract with a government and leader to take care of our well being.  Some believed if the government did not represent the people properly, then they would void the contract* (in the simplest form)

· A republic was actually a more classical form of government that came from Ancient Greece.  
· Why would we want to protect ourselves from the majority?  Isn’t that the only way for the people to truly be represented (a democracy)?
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· Direct democracy needs an informed and intelligent electorate that understands the issues in the world so that they can make the best informed decision.  Early intellectuals, politicians, lawyers…the Founders (not all, but most) feared that the average man was not fit to vote in this capacity.  Many of the average Americans did not have an education; were illiterate; and were certainly not informed on all the issues that a government would have to handle for society to run smoothly and grow stronger.

· Early colonialists came from to Europe to escape religious persecution.  Why?  The majority.  Slavery?  The majority.

· Sometimes the majority looks out for themselves and does not help the minority.  A republic can help to protect the minority by checking the majority’s power.
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· Each state elects the Electoral College officials differently.  Some states hold primaries for the people to vote.  Others use party conventions or committees.  
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· Map

· What states do you think get the hardest campaigning? Why?
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· The original intent of the Electoral College was twofold: 1) secure the country from a direct democracy and establish it further as a republic.  2) Keep the power of the vote for president among the upper-class.
· The Founding Fathers had not envisioned a two-party system while they were working on the Constitution.  Originally, they saw the US as a multi-party system.
· With a multi-party system, they didn’t believe that any nominee would ever actually win the majority of the Electoral College, and therefore, the House of Representatives would get the vote.

· It was believed that the vote for president would remain in the hands of the political elite.

· The Founders of the Constitution did not foresee the result of creating the Electoral College.  In order to win the “winner take all system” of the Electoral College, political parties were quickly formed.  The roots of the two parties were seen coming to life during the Convention.  In order to win the presidency, the two-party system quickly came about.  This would squash any hopes for a third party to come about because they would never be able to get the political foothold in order to win the majority or win if the vote were able to go to the House.

· The creation of the Electoral College would actually help influence the creation of the two-party system.
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· In 2000, George W. Bush won the presidency with 271 electoral votes.  He won the majority of the Electoral College by 2 votes.  

· What do you think of this system?  Did you think that the Founding Fathers made a good decision at the time?  Do you think we should amend and change the system?
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· The election of 1824 is considered by many to be the most controversial presidential election in the history of the United States.
· With four candidates running for president, there was no majority winner in the Electoral College.  

· Andrew Jackson won the most Electoral votes and the popular vote.  However, the vote then went to the House of Representatives where John Quincy Adams would come out the winner.

· Clay was the House leader at the time.  While he knew he would not win the presidency at this point, he most certainly did not want a political rival like Andrew Jackson winning.  He through his support towards Adams and tipped the scale.  This has become to be known as the “corrupt bargain.”
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· Why is there such a dramatic drop in voter turnout in 2006 vs. 2004?

· 2004 was a presidential election while 2006 was a midterm election.  The midterm elections usually get much less publicity then the presidential elections, and, therefore, seem to have less importance.

· On the Tuesday following the first Monday in November of every even-numbered year, elections are held for all 435 members of the United States House of Representatives and 33 or 34 of the 100 members of the United States Senate.  Thirty-four of the 50 U.S. states elect their governors to four-year terms during midterm elections. There are also numerous state amendments, laws, and acts voted on during the midterm elections.
· All elections affect us as citizens.  Whether it is at a local or national level, it is our right and duty to choose the representatives that best fit our interests as well as the interests of our society.
· All elections are important.  We have to get past how much media attention is put on one vs. the other, and focus on what we must do to get the information needed to make a well informed decision.
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· While we as a society have deemed it a right to vote, is voting not also a gift?  Most of history would say otherwise.  How many people had to lay down their lives to give us this RIGHT?  
· In those countries that do not have democratic forms of government, do they have a right to vote?  If not, where would that right come from for them to get that right?  What would have to be sacrificed?
· In order to have a proper democracy, is it not the duty of the citizens to inform themselves and vote for proper representation?  Voting rights have been extended and changed throughout our history for all of our citizens of voting age (they even lowered that) to vote.  Since we are a part of this democratic republic, it is our duty to place proper representatives in power.  They are not representatives of the United States only, but also an extension of our selves.
· Many people’s excuse for not voting is simple, my vote doesn’t count.
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· All votes count.
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· Get out and vote when you can.  Tell your friends and family to do the same and why.

