Title: Why Is Something So Sad This Funny

Recommended Grade Level- 9th-12th
Subject: Politics, American History, Journalism, Current Events (This assignment might work well as a cross-curricular in coordination with an English class)

Lesson Topic- Political cartoons as a form of persuasive argument.

Objectives- The students:

1) Know which methods are used by political cartoonist to persuade readers and how to use them.

2) Understand the importance of the 1st Amendment.

3) Understand how to use political cartoons to persuade others.

NCSS Standards:
1) Standard I- Culture

a) Analyze and explain the ways groups, societies, and cultures address human needs and concerns.

b) Construct reasoned judgments about specific cultural responses to persistent human issues.

2) Standard II- Time, Continuity, and Change

a) Demonstrate that historical knowledge and the concept of time are socially influenced constructions that lead historians to be selective in the questions they seek to answer and the evidence they use.

b) Investigate, interpret, and analyze multiple historical and contemporary viewpoints within and across cultures related to important events, recurring dilemmas, and persistent issues, while employing empathy, skepticism, and critical judgment.

3) Standard X- Civic Ideals and Practices

a) Identify, analyze, interpret, and evaluate sources and examples of citizens’ rights and responsibilities.

b) Analyze and evaluate the influence of various forms of citizen action on public policy.
c) Participate in activities to strengthen the “common good,” based upon careful evaluation of possible options for citizen action.

Materials Needed:

· PowerPoint Access

· Copies of cartoons (the pictures can be accessed in the power point or archive)

Instructional Methods-

· Lecture

· Discussion

· Group Work

· Individual Work

Lead-in Activity-

· Group work- Students get in groups of three.  Each group should have: a secretary, leader, and speaker.

· Each group is given a cartoon.

· They get ten minutes to analyze the cartoon using the lead-in questions in the PowerPoint.  It is up to the teacher if the students should write down their answers for class credit.

· Take five to ten minutes to discuss their findings.  Their cartoons are available on the PowerPoint so that the class has a visual as the groups discuss it.

Class Lecture/Discussion on Methods-

· Point out and describe methods cartoonists use in their cartoons.

· Discuss the logic behind reductio ad absurdum.

Closure-

· Political cartoons are creative and effective tools for trying to point out an issue and persuade others to understand your stance on the issue.

· In order to best understand how cartoons should be analyzed, each student will be making there own, and writing a small essay on it.

Assignment- Two Part Assignment

· Write in one page/ double-spaced/12 font:

1) Find an issue

2) Explain the issue?

3) Explain the different sides of the issue and which one you took?

4) What methods did you use to create a reductio ad absurdum argument?

5) How are you trying to persuade your audience?  What are you trying to make them think?

· Draw Cartoon

Teacher’s Notes for Class-

*To be used at teacher’s liking*

Slide 1-Introduction to political cartoons

· Life is pretty serious.  When you read the newspaper, you usually find some pretty rough material about how our society whether that is local, national, or international has some real problems.

· So how come there is usually a cartoon mixed in with it; and that does not include the “funnies” section.  What are those cartoons?
· They are political cartoons.

· Today we will be discussing political cartoons.  Their purpose; their importance; and their means to achieving their purpose.

Slide 2-

· Get into groups of three.

· We need a leader, secretary, and speaker for each group.

· Hand each group the four cartoons (on paper) to analyze using the questions on slide 2.

· Give them 7 to 10 minutes to go through the cartoons and answer the questions (they can write them down for class work if the teacher wants to).

Slide 3- Slide 6-

· Discuss their analysis in class using the PowerPoint slides as references throughout the discussion.

Slide 7-

· Democracy only truly works when the electorate is well informed.  Free speech and the freedom of press allow for people to express themselves and their ideas.  Without this freedom of expression, we would be unable to support a democracy because we would be unable to understand the issues that surround us as a society.
· Political cartoons are a means by which people express their opinions about society.  It is a medium by which the artist is able to attempt to persuade his audience one way or the other about an issue, person, or event.

· Political cartoons are a practice of our 1st Amendment rights.

Slide 8-

· Cartoonists use different methods to try and persuade their audience.  

· The first of these methods is Exaggeration.  There is always a motive behind an action, and it is important to understand what is being exaggerated and why?  We can then understand the meaning behind the art.

· Irony in this sense is different then in literature.  In this case, the artist uses our understanding of what we think should be the outcome of an event vs. what is the artist’s outcome.  It forces us to consider why a different outcome came about.  

Slide 9-

· Juxtaposition is a great tool for comparing and contrasting two different items, events, people, etc.  Many times it is difficult to see similarities, but when made, it brings new life to the two things being compared.
· Symbols help the artist to capture an idea or a large event, and reduce it in order to use their medium more effectively.  How do you draw the car industry?  It is too big.  You can use a car, a person, or an assembly plant as a symbol to represent this large concept.

Slide 10-

· Why use humor?  Many of the issues that are being captured in these cartoons are very serious and not a laughing matter.

· Reductio ad absurdum (Reduce to the absurd) is a tool of logic used by the ancient Greeks.
· If A=B and B is illogical, then A is also illogical.  If something is absurd (humorous) in a cartoon, then the artist is trying to persuade his/her audience to believe that it is absurd in real life.

· Example.  (You may use a different example, and remind the students that the cartoon is opinion and not necessarily fact)  If an artist wanted to persuade readers that the Iraq War (2003) was instigated for other reasons then WMDs, then they might portray a member of the government at the time saying we need to go into Iraq for WMDs, but have the weapons drawn as symbolically representing oil, political influence, vendetta, etc…whatever the artist believes.  While comical, it is also a serious accusation.  It reduces the reason for this war to absurdity.
· It is important to remember that while reductio ad absurdum is a valuable tool of logic, it can also be manipulated because it is easy to make things seem absurd sometimes when they may not be.  As in anything, we must look for bias and manipulation.  This is another reason that political cartoons can be a great way to persuade others; an artist can influence a reader by only giving some of the story.

Slide 11-

- Assignment- Two Part Assignment

· Write in one page/ double-spaced/12 font:

1) Find an issue (The teacher can have a list of different issues to choose from to help students get started.)
2) Explain the issue? (In order to persuade an audience on an issue, a cartoonist must first understand the issue.) 
3) Are there two sides to the issue?  What side did you take?
4) What methods did you use to create a reductio ad absurdum argument?

5) How are you trying to persuade your audience?  What are you trying to make them think?

· Draw Cartoon

